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This paper analyses coastal erosion prevention measures carried out in Latvia. Due to fact that there is no harmonized erosion prevention policy applied in Latvia, example of existing coastal protection solution is reviewed. The analysis is carried out through the lens of potential of application of the policy approaches to the case of Latvia. Since all the members of European Union must ensure Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM), and the erosion is integral part of it, integration of erosion matters in ICZM principles is investigated in the currently developed guidelines of coastal spatial planning.

The authors dispute require of legislation regulating responsibilities and rights of private, legal or public land-owners in cases of coastal erosion. The foreseen global climate change impacts and the ever growing human load on the coastal areas along with the lack of erosion policy is bring up serious concern about safety and sustainability of Latvian coastline. 

Although no national policy regarding coastal erosion prevention is applied in Latvia, some coastal protection measures are applied by local municipalities and private landowners. There are in total around 34 coast protection structures on the coastline of Latvia. The protected area doesn’t exceed 2 km in total. Most of the coastal defences are based on natural materials like greenery, stones and timber. 

Authors consider that following steps should be taken by responsible authorities, particularly the most important is developing of cooperation between related institutions, the common strategy in national level should be established, the guidelines for regional level management should be elaborated as well as the further research is more than essential. The necessity of consequent and forecasted budget line is a precondition because of impact of the economic activities on gross domestic product. The alternate criteria for economically based solution should be defined for long term period. Therefore principles of sustainable development require the using of economically based solution and criteria which shall be established in national level.

The general conclusion was that, despite many of the different laws and planning documents, especially the guidelines and management plans; any of coastal planning activities must be approved by governmental budget and should taking account principles of economically based solutions. In this paper authors propose recommendations of erosion evaluation for policy makers and responsible authorities for effective and sustainable planning of coastal area in Latvia.
